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DR. TALMACE'S CREAT SERMONM
PREACHED AT DETROIT-

The Great March of the Children of
Isragl—"And the Priests That Bare
the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord
Btood *irm on Dry Ground.™
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Sitting on the shelved
1ok off upon that Jordan where Joshua
rossed under the trinmphal arch of
the rainbow worven out of the spray:
the river which afterward became the
aptistry where Christ was sprinkl
or plunged; the rivers where tl
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the foot to the crown of the head, tin-
gle with infinite gladness.

Standing on the scene of that af-
frighted, fugitive river Jordan, 1 learn
for myself and for you. 1, that ob-
staclea, when they are touched, vanish,

sole of

¢ame down and tonched the water

elge of the water with Lheir fepr—the
water parted. They did nos wade in
+hin deep, or knee deep, or ankle deep,
bat as spon ss their feet touched the
water it vanished. And it makes me
think that almost all the obstacles of
life need only be approached in order
to be congyuered. Digt but
tonched vanish, | he trounble, the
didicnlty, the obstacle fur in the dis
tance that seems so huge and tremend:
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The apostles Paul and John seemed
to dislike oross dogs, for the apostle
Panl tells us in Philippians, “Heware
of dogs:" and John seems to shut the
gate of heaven sgainst all the canine
species when he savs, Without are

ogs.” But I have been told thatwhen
those animals arc furions, if they come
at you if you will keep your eye on
them and adrance npon thei they will
retreat.  Whether that b v oot 1
can not tell; but 1 do koo at the
vast majority of the mif e and
trials and disasters of your
hound your steps, if you o
vour eye on them, and keep 3
them, and advance npon thet
“Begone!” they will sink nud

There is & beantiful traditic
the American Indians that
was traveling in the inviab
and one day he came to o 1
brambles angd sharp thorns, which for-
bade his going on, and there wase
wild beast glaring at him from the
thicket: bat. as he determined to go
on his way, be did pursue it, and those
brambles were fonnd to be only phan-
toms, and that beast was found to be
a powerless ghost, and the impassable

* river that forbade him roshing to em-
brace the Yaratilda proved to be only
» phantom river. Well, my friends,
the fact is thero are a grealmany
things that look terrible mcross our
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1 always sigh before I begin to
preach, st the greatness of the under
taking, but as soon as | start it becomes
to me an exhilaration. And any duty
undertaken with a confident spirit be-
comes a Dleasure, and the higher the
duty the higher the pleasure. Difficul-
tics touched are conquered. There are
a rreat many people who are afraid of
death in the future. Good John Liv-
{ngston onee, on a sloop ecoming frow
Elizabethport to New York. was dread-
fully frizhtened. because he thought he
was goinr to be drowned
gust ¢ People 1 rprise
at him. If any man in all the world
was ready to die. It was good John Liv-
ingston. So there arc Dow & greas

many good people whoshudder in pass
d. and they hardly
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| jtes to Joshua. ““Well,” sars Joshus,
*“if you want the grapes why don’t you
| eross over and get them?" There is a
| river of difficulty between us and every-
| thing that isworth having: that which
| costs nothing is worth nothing. God
didn't intend this world for an easy
| parlor, through which we are tobe
drawn in a rocking-chair, but we are
to work our passage, climb masts, fight
battles, scale mountains apd ford riv-
ers. (God makes everything valuable
diffienlt to get at, for the same reason
thathe put the gold down in the mine,
and the pearl ¢clear down in the sea. to
make us dig and dive for them. We
acknowledge this principle in worldly
things; ob, that we were only wise
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he is a com- |

Savior;
umanity united in the same person. |
set up the starry pillars of the uni- |
verse and the towers of lizht He
planted the cedars and the heavenly
1 He ck out of the rock
rs of life, singing under the
s, singing under the thrones. He
rriod the sardonyx and erystal, and
10 topaz of the heavenly wall. He
put ds the jasper for the founda-
tion, and heaped up the amethyst for |
the capital, and swung the twelve |
gates which are twelve pearls in one
instant he thought out @ universe: and |
yet he became a child, eryi his
mwother, feeling along the si
manger. learning to wal Omnipo-
tence sheathed in the muscle and flesh
ofac s arm: Omniscience strung in
the optic nerve of a child's eye: in-
finite love beating im a child’s
heart: a wreat God appearing
in the form of a a child 1 year
old, when 3 years cld, 15 years old. |
While ull the heavens were ascribing
to him glory and honor and power on
earth, men said: “Whois this fellow?” |
While ail the heavenly hosts. with |
folded wing about their faces, bowed |
down before him, erying “Holy, holy!"”
on earth they denounced him as a blas-
phemer and o sot. Rocked in a boaton
Gennesaret, ard yet he itis thatun-
dirked the lightning from the storm- |
cloud, and dismasted Lebanon of its |
| forests and holds the five oceans on the
tip of his finger, as a leaf holds the
raindrop. Oh, the coming Savior, rub-
bing his hand over the place where we |
have the pain, yet the stars of heaven |
the adorning gems of his right hand.
Holding us in his avms when we take |
our last view of our dead. Sitling |
down with us on the tombstone, and |
while we plant roses there, he plant |
| ing consolation in our Leart, every |
chapter astalk, every verse a stem,
| every worda rose. A complete Savior,
a complete Bible, a complete universe, |
| o complete Jordanic passage. Every-
| thing that God does is complete.
| Again, I learn from this Jordanie
passage that between us and every
| Cansan of snocess and prosperity there
| faariver that must be passed. 'O, how
1 would like some of thise grapes on
the nther sida!” sald some of the laresl-
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defence of law and the iy of his
country.” And so there is, my friends,
a tug a tussle a push, an
anxiety, througi ¢Vvery rian
must go before he co: 1o worldly
success and worldly achievement You
admit it. Now be wise enough to ap-
ply it in religion.
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Eminent Chyistian
character is only gained by tne Jor-
danic passage; no man just happened
to get good.
Why does
sboul the Soriptir
ing the Bible while von were reading
n dre with the sub-

Bibie while you were

sound asleep. By tug, tussel. pushing
and running in the Christian life that
man got so strong for God: in a huo-
tred Solferinos he learned how to fighty

that man know se much
7 He was study-
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in a hundred shipwrecks he learned |

how to swim. ‘Tears over sin, tears
over Zion's desolation, the
impenitent, tears over the graves made,
are the Jordan which that wman had
passed. Serrow pales the cheek, and
fades the eye, and wrinkles the brow
and withers the hands:the
ing garments in the
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| there are deaths in every family record,

all around are the rolies

The Christian has passeq

Ned

| Sea of troulbile. and yet he thinks iaere

is a Jordan of death. between him and
heaven. He comes dowu to that Jor
dan of death, and thinks how many
have been lost there.
was exploring’the Jordan in Palestine,

| he had his boats all knocked to picces

in the rapids of that river. And there
are a great many men who have gone
dewn in the river of death: the Atlan-

tic and Pacific have not swallowed 0 |

many. It isan awful thing to make
ehipwrecks on the rock of ruin: masts
falling, hurricanes fiying, death com-

| ing, groanings in the water, moanings
| in the wind, thunder in the sky, while

Goi with the finger of the lightuing
writes all over the sky, “1 will tread
them in my wrath, and 1 will trample

' tourh the stream than it is parted, ana |
ke goes through dryshod, while all the
waters wave their plumes, crying, "0
death, where Jis thy sting? O, grave,
where is thy victory?” God shall wipe
away all tears from their eyes, aund
there shall be no mors \n---piuz. and
there shall be no more death.
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g up the other bank. You let them
down on thisside of the bank; they will
be on the other bank to help yon up
with supernutural strength. The other
morning at my table, all gy family
present, 1 thought tomysel? how pleas-

ant it would be if I conld put all intoa
boat, and then go in with them,and we

could pull weross the river to the next
world, and be there all together, No
frwouldii't take five minutes to go
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#rom bank to bank, end then in that
better world to be together forever.
Wouldn't it be pleasant for you to taki
all your family into that bless 41 coun-
try. if you could all go togethe I re |
member my mother, in her dring hour,
' tomy father. —Father, wouldn't
it be pleasant if we could all go to-
gether?” But we cannot all go to-
gether. We must go one by one, and |
we must be grateful if we get there at |
all. What a heaven it will be if we
have all our familics there, to look
around and see all the childrea are
present! You would rather have them
all there, and vou go with bare brow
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forever, than that one should be miss-
ing, to complete the zarlandsof heaven
for your coronal. The Lord God of
Joshua give them a safe Jordanic pas-
sage.” |
Even children will go through dry-
ghod. Thoseof us who were brought
up in the country remember, when the
summer was coming on in cur boyhood
days, we always longed for the day
when we were to go barefooted, and, |
after teasing onr mothers in regard to '
it for & good while and they consented
we remember the deliclous sensation €
the l g
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vou have them take the risk of tempta-
tiops which throng every human path- |
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crossing. ifalready, cross it aggin to
greet you now, aund then cross baek
afterward. For, certainly you would
not yrantto keep them forever out of
heaven. s |
Pause and weép, not for the freed from
pain, « yrh
But that the sigh of love woull bring them
back again. '
I ask a question, and thore spems to
rome back the answer in heaven!s
“What! will you never be
“Noever—sick—again.”
| you never be tired again?” “Never—
tired—agrain.” What! will you pever
weep again?’ “Never—weep—aguin,”
‘I “ivhat! will you never die again?” !
wNever—ile—again.” Uh. ye army of |
departad kindred. we hail you from bank |
| to bank. Wait for us when the Jordan
| of death shall part for ns. Come down
| and meetus half-way between the wil- |
| lowed banks of earth and the palm
groves of heaven. May our great High
! Pri st go shead of us, and with bruised
| feet touch the water, and thea shall be
fuiflled the words of my text, “All
| Israel went over on dry ground, until |
| all the people were gone clear through |
{ Jordan.” [
If | ask you what shall be the glad |
bymn of this morning, 1 think there
would be 8 thousand voices that would |
| choose the same hymn—the hymn that
| ilinmines so many death-chambers; |
| the hymn that has been the parting
{hymn in many an instance—the old |
hymn:

On Jordan's stormy banks | stand
And cast a wistfal eye
To Canaan's fuir and happy land,
Where my possessions Lie.
Oh, the transporting. rapturous scene
wlrz:t:y{unu' §Teen
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